
1 

 

Coastal and Marine Union (EUCC) Response to EU Consultation on Adaptation 

(August 20, 2012) 
 

Personal information 

 

1. Please select your country of residence 

 

Netherlands 

 

2. Please select the option which best describes your organisation/institution 

 

Other:  European civil society organization 

 

The Coastal & Marine Union (EUCC) is an association with 2700 members and member 

organisations in 40 countries. Founded in 1989 with the aim of promoting coastal 

conservation by bridging the gap between scientists, environmentalists, site managers, 

planners and policy makers, it has grown since then into the largest network of coastal 

practitioners and experts in Europe, with 15 National Branches and offices in seven 

countries. The working area is Europe, the Mediterranean and Black Sea and other 

neighbouring regions. EUCC is dedicated to conserving and maintaining healthy seas and 

attractive coasts for both people and nature. EUCC advocates best practice by developing 

coastal and marine policies, mobilising experts and stakeholders, providing advice and 

information, and implementing demonstration projects. 

 

3. Please enter your name/the name of your organisation* 

 

Coastal and Marine Union (EUCC), www.eucc.net 

 

4. Please enter your address 

P.O. Box 11232 

2301 EE Leiden 

The Netherlands  

Tel: +31.71.5122900  

Fax: +31.71.5124069  

E-mail: admin@eucc.net  

 

5. Unless you specify otherwise, your contribution will be published on the Commission's 

website together with your identity. Please indicate here if you wish your contribution to be 

anonymous. 

 You can publish this contribution under the Coastal and Marine Union (EUCC) 

 

6. How would you rate EUCC expertise in climate change adaptation? (From 1 to 5, with 5 being 

expert and 1 being novice) : 4 
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Problem Definition 

 

1. Which of the following adverse effects of climate change concern you most?  

 

• Erosion, including coastal erosion 

• Flooding – Coastal Flooding – River Food production / Food security 

• Water availability / Droughts Water quality / Salinity 

 

2. In your opinion, which populations/groups are the most vulnerable to the adverse impacts of 

climate change?  

 

• Low-income households  (of any age or ethnicity) 

• Others– Rural and agricultural households 

 

3. Please specify 

These two groups respectively have the least resources to support adaptation, and are the most 

dependent on local ecosystems and environment. 

 

4. In your opinion, how significant are the following barriers in preventing the economy from 

becoming more climate resilient? (From 1 to 5, with 5 being very significant and 1 being not 

significant at all) 

4.1. Lack of awareness of climate-change related risks* 4 

4.2. Uncertainty of the impacts and modelling tools* 5 

4.3. Short-term vs. long-term horizons* 3 

4.4. Policy and regulatory weaknesses and change* 4 

4.5. Cost and reversibility of adaptation action* 5 

4.6. Lack of available funding for adaptation measures*4 

4.7. Lack of understanding of potential adaptation measures*3 

 

5. In which sectors would you consider EU action to be most relevant for improving Europe's 

resilience to adverse effects of climate change? (From 1 to 5, with 5 being highly relevant and 1 

being no relevant) 

5.1. Agriculture and rural development* 5 

5.2. Cities* 4 

5.3. Civil protection* 4 

5.4. Construction/buildings* 3 

5.5. Employment* 2 

5.6. Energy* 5 

5.7. Forestry* 4 

5.8. Health* 3 

5.9. industry / SMEs* 2 

5.10. Maritime affairs* 5 

5.11. Migration* 4 

5.12. Nature conservation* 5 
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5.13. Transport*4 

5.14. Water*5 

 

6. Promoting climate change adaptation has the potential to: 

a: In the short term (2020) 

b: In the medium term (2030-2040) 

c: In the longer term (2050 and beyond) 

d: Not at all 

e: No opinion 

 

6.1. Create or secure jobs and growth in the European economy* (between 1 and 4 answers) a-c 

6.2. Contribute positively to the EU's social objectives* (between 1 and 4 answers) a-c 

6.3. Make the EU's economy more resilient to climate change and extreme events* (between 1 

and 4 answers)  a-c 

6.4. Make the EU's environment more resilient* (between 1 and 4 answers) a-c 

 

7. In your opinion, in order for adaptation policies and measures to be effectively implemented, 

what are the three most pressing issues to be addressed by the EU? (Maximum 1000 characters) 

 

1. Scaling down global, regional and national knowledge and actions to the local level, 

including the transfer of scientific research and knowledge in plain language to local decision 

makers, government, communities, civil society organisations and businesses. 

2. Developing knowledge, decision making, local capacity and providing resources to adapt to 

climate change to small municipalities and communities (and peoples, civil society 

institutions and businesses located there) who are either the most vulnerable or will bear the 

brunt of changes:  

o  regions and sectors dependent on ecosystems and ecosystem services such as 

agriculture, fisheries, forestry and tourism; or  

o located in highly vulnerable areas: the Arctic and Scandinavia, adjacent to the North 

and Baltic Seas, coasts, islands, mountains and watersheds, or the Mediterranean Sea 

and adjacent region. 

3. Developing governance approaches that delegate decision making and adaptation measures, 

and allocating decision making on actions and resources to the local level, and in a manner 

that fully engages all public and private actors and civil society. 

 

 

Knowledge 

 

1. Which areas of climate (adaptation) research require attention and/or resources from the EU? 

(more than one response is possible for each option) 

a: At European level 

b: At interregional level 

c: At national level 

d: At regional/local level 

e: At sectoral level 
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f: No opinion 

 

1.1. Impacts (consequence of climate change on human and natural systems)* (between 1 and 5 

answers) a-e 

1.2. Sensitivity (degree to which a system is affected by climate related impacts)* (between 1 

and 5 answers)  a-e 

1.3. Adaptive capacity (ability of a system to adjust to climate change)* (between 1 and 5 

answers) d-e 

1.4. Adaptation options including their likely effectiveness as well as costs and benefits* 

(between 1 and 5 answers) c-e 

1.5. Decision-making under uncertainty* (between 1 and 5 answers) a-e 

1.6. Monitoring and evaluation* a-e 

 

2. In your opinion, what is the potential of the following actions to improve the use of EU 

funding for climate change adaptation projects? (From 1 to 5, with 5 being very high potential 

and 1 being no potential at all) 

 

2.1. More support of coordination between national and international research programs* 4 

2.2. Increased direct funding for adaptation-related research and other projects (via e.g. the EU 

R&D Framework Programmes, LIFE programs etc)* 3 

2.3. Better involvement of the adaptation policy-making community in the definition of research 

programmes and better uptake of research results in the decision making (strengthening the 

science/policy interface)* 5 

2.4. Increased support for pan-European Climate Services based on satellites and other 

observation infrastructures* 5 

2.5. Better dissemination of research results* 4 

2.6. Training and awareness raising* (between 1 and 5 answers) 5 

2.7. Communication and awareness raising* (between 1 and 5 answers) 5 

 

3. What other actions could be considered at EU level to facilitate further knowledge 

dissemination and sharing? (More than one response is possible)* (between 1 and 5 answers) 

 

Training/Dissemination activities to stakeholders and decision makers of climate change and 

adaptation information 5 

Activities to promote the use of CLIMATE-ADAPT- European Climate Adaptation Platform 4 

Support of pan-European / pan-regional discussion fora on adaptation (workshops, conferences) 

to share experience and good practice 5 

Direct support to targeted dissemination and awareness-rising campaigns (e.g. local 

communities, stakeholder groups) 5 

Other 5 : Focus on local government and municipalities as key parties for disseminating 

knowledge,  which may also imply capacity development, support and resourcing. 
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Working with and facilitating cooperation among Member States / Stakeholders 

 

1. The immediate impacts of climate change are usually on the local and the regional scale, and 

therefore the decisions that respond directly to adaptation issues should be taken at national, sub-

national, or even local (cities) levels. In your opinion, how can the EU facilitate the work of local 

authorities in adapting to climate change? (More than one response is possible)* (between 1 and 

4 answers) 

Enhance awareness of the actual and potential consequences of climate change and the need and 

possibilities for adaptation to climate change at sectoral level 5 

Enhance awareness of the actual and potential consequences of climate change and the need and 

possibilities for adaptation to climate change at regional/ local level 5 

Provide guidance on developing climate risk assessment/adaptation strategies at local level  5 

 

2. When the adverse impacts of climate change are transboundary (e.g. vector borne diseases, 

forest fires, coastal protection, river-basin management), what could be the role of the EU? 

(more than one response is possible)* (between 1 and 4 answers) 

 

Facilitate cooperation and coordination among affected countries 4 

Promote the creation of dedicated EU Agencies in charge of managing transboundary risks 3 

Provide EU funding to address transboundary adverse effects of climate change, increase 

resilience and reduce vulnerability 5 

Enhance awareness and develop guidance on the transboundary adverse effects of climate 

change 5 

 

 

Mainstreaming adaptation into EU policies and strengthening adaptation by the private 

sector 

 

1. A number of Member States have prepared national adaptation strategies; others have yet to 

do so. The White Paper states that the EU is well placed to facilitate progress in this regard and 

that the Commission will support national adaptation efforts. How to further support and 

incentivise Member States in this context? What type of instruments would bring the most 

added-value? (More than one response is possible)* (between 1 and 4 answers) 

 

All of following options: 

• Legislation asking Member States to develop a national adaptation strategy 

• Development of guidelines or guidance on national adaptation strategies and action plans 

• Review of existing EU legislation such as horizontal directives and regulations 

(mainstreaming/integration of adaptation into EU legislation 

 

2. Have you identified other barriers preventing the economy from becoming more climate 

resilient? (maximum 150 characters) 

 

• Appropriate costing and valuation of terrestrial, coastal and marine ecosystems with respect 

to conservation, maintenance, and reclamation . 
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• Appropriate costing and valuation of ecosystem goods and services including air, water, 

biodiversity, renewable uses (sustainable gathering of wild plants and harvesting of terrestrial 

and marine species, and tourism), and carbon sequstration.  

o Note: For carbon sequestration, this includes carbon sequestered in terrestrial, coastal 

and marine ecosystems, and in forests, saltmarshes, marine sea grasses, shallow and 

deep sea corals, and benthic systems. 

 

3. In order to strengthen the adaptive capacity and climate impact preparedness and responses of 

the private sector, how would you rate the relevance in prioritising actions at EU level on the 

following elements? (From 1 to 5, 5 being very relevant and 1 not relevant) 

 

3.1. Improving the climate resilience of infrastructure investments* 3 

3.2. Promoting and developing green infrastructures 5 

3.3. Reviewing the role and assessing the needs for insurance, as an instrument, to effectively 

complement adaptation measures* 3 

3.4. Addressing financing issues, for instance by developing public-private partnerships* 5 

3.5. Emphasising the role of market-based instruments, such as payment for ecosystem services, 

habitat banking or water pricing, for providing incentives for adaptation measures* 5 

 

4. Have you identified other priority actions, at EU level, that could strengthen the adaptive 

capacity and climate impact preparedness and responses of the private sector? 

 

• Encourage and support public and private  partnerships, particularly with respect to energy 

development, energy and utility infrastructure, sustainable agriculture, sustainable tourism, 

sustainable cities, and transportation. 

• Encouraging future scholars and scholarships, and building knowledge in younger 

generations (elementary school age onwards) through climate education, educational 

interchanges and scholarships, and participation in regional projects (including projects 

within and adjacent to Baltic, Mediterranean and North Seas). 

 

5. Are there any other issues that should be addressed in the EU Adaptation Strategy and which 

are not mentioned above? (maximum 2000 characters) 

 

• Require focus on climate “hot spots” within Europe and areas of great biodiversity, which 

includes Arctic, Baltic, Mediterranean , Scandinavia regions, central and eastern Europe, and 

particularly types of biomes and ecosystems such as coasts, islands, mountains and 

watersheds. 

• Role of integrated coastal zone management and marine spatial planning in adapting to 

climate change for coasts and marine areas. 

• Integration of energy and water and food security, and their nexus and interface, particularly 

for agricultural and rural regions, coasts, islands and marine areas. 

• Sustainable cities initiatives (particularly for energy, water, tourism and development of local 

economy (agriculture, built environment, tourism, and transportation). 

• Unique role of civil society institutions and universities, in partnership with public 

government and the private sectors and actors, in conducting research projects for climate 

adaptation and communicating results of that research to decision makers and the public. 


