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Proposal for a Directive of the Euro-

pean Parliament and Council Estab-

lishing a Framework for Maritime 

Spatial Planning and Integrated 

Coastal Management –  

The importance of Integrated Coastal 

Management  

 
WWF supports the proposal for a Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) and Inte-
grated Coastal Management (ICM) Directive.  This is an essential step to-
wards the coherent management of the coasts and seas of Europe. 
 

WWF regards a directive on MSP and ICM as an essential step towards sustainable 
management of sea uses in the European seas. 

It is critical that the Directive includes a mandatory role for ICM as a guiding tool for 
sustainably managing our sensitive coastal areas and integrating terrestrial and marine 
components of planning.  The time to improve and agree on such a multinational legal 
framework for maritime planning will reach an end very soon, and all relevant actors 
need to make sure that the key elements are included and well secured in the proposal – 
WWF urges Member States, the European Parliament and Commission to secure ICM 
provisions in the text of the draft Directive. 
 

Added Value of ICM 
 

If the Directive became an MSP (only) Directive, there would be key compo-
nents of ICM that would not be fulfilled through this Directive. 

ICM promotes integration within the coastal zone as well as between the land-sea inter-
face: between sectors; across government (at the local, sub-regional, national & interna-
tional levels); and between science and management. It is a process that goes beyond 
spatial planning, to advise on what other tools can assist management. Some of the ICM 
principles which may not be encompassed by reference to land-sea interactions include: 
a long term perspective; adaptive management; local specificity; working with natural 
processes; and the support and involvement of relevant administrative bodies. 
 
Some 20 years of experience in ICM across Europe is beneficial for new 
progress in MSP as many of the principles to adopt in its implementation 
are the same.   
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The socio-economic benefits of ICM have been well documented1 2 and demonstrate 
major benefits   such as a better quality of life, sustainable tourism, reduced pollution, 
flooding and erosion, habitat restoration and improved decision-making.  A policy 
framework for ICM has been shown to produce four times the socio-economic benefits 
that have been evidenced from existing (voluntary) activity. There are strong economic, 
social and environmental drivers to better manage our marine and coastal resources 
together. 
   
If we do not resolve Member States commitment to ICM in this Directive, 
there will be inadequate planning and management of the coast alongside 
new marine planning.  Lack of co-ordination is of no benefit to industry, the 
environment or society. 

 An MSP Directive which does not fully integrate coastal management (without interfer-
ing with national land use-planning) would fundamentally miss the purpose of ICM and 
risk disconnecting land from sea, if not truly underpinned by ICM principles.  ICM is 
needed in the Directive to ensure the maintenance of the functional integrity of the 
coastal zone: to facilitate cross-sectoral development, maintain the health of the 
ecosystem and reduce conflicts between users. 

WWF believes that there is a need for specific leadership and support from Europe to 
ensure good management of the coast and this requires proper legislation for ICM. An 
EU wide standard for this would increase transparency and reduce competitive disad-
vantages within Europe. Wherever the debate is on the Directive text for ICM elements, 
the fundamental principles3 need to be defined as an integral part of the text in the Di-
rective.  
 

ICM as part of an MSP Directive 
 

As Member States embark more consistently towards marine spatial planning, the time 
is right for the European Community to commit more consistently to the implementa-
tion of ICM.   

WWF believe that mandatory ICM is required in order to ensure commitment of 
Member States to its implementation. ICM should be clearly defined - to ensure that a 
long term approach is taken to the management of coastal resources (that also ac-
knowledges the consequences of cumulative effects of current and planned sea uses).  To 
date, the project-based approach to ICM has failed to realize long term objectives4. 
 
WWF support the need for Member States to prepare ICM Strategies (Article 8). 
However we appreciate the need for Member States to identify how ICM should be im-
plemented, therefore the Directive needs to provide a general and high-level frame-
work.  In this respect, the EC may be required to give reassurances to Member States on 
the extent of further regulation and reporting duties.  A Strategy needs to encourage 
implementation of ICM at local and national levels, with reference to the ICM principles 
but not prescribe exactly how Member States choose to adopt those principles in prac-
tice. 
 

 

Contact :       
Jochen Lamp     Dr. Iwan Ball 
Head of Baltic Sea office   Programme Manager – Marine Governance 
WWF Germany    WWF UK 

                                                                    
1 Firn Chrighton Roberts Ltd and Graduate School of Environmental Studies University of Strathyclyde (Nov 2000) Assess-

ment of the socio-economic costs and benefits of ICZM. Final Report to the European Commission. 
2 Socio-economic benefits from ICM in Europe: http://ec.europa.eu/ourcoast/download.cfm?fileID=1729 
3 Commission of the European Communities (CEC) 2002 Recommendation of the European Parliament and of the Council of 

30th May 2002 concerning the implementation of Integrated Coastal Zone Management in Europe (2002/413/EC Official 

Journal L:148, 24) 
4 Shipman, B. & Stojanovic, T. (2007). Facts, Figures and Failures of ICZM in Europe in Coastal Management issue 35. 
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