
Be part of removing 

PLASTIC
from the oceans 

The Environment Agency of Iceland will 
host a conference on plastics in the marine 

environment in Reykjavík, Iceland, on the 24th 
of September 2014. 

The main objective of the conference is to put 
forward measures on how to minimize plastic 

garbage in the marine environment with 
emphasis on the fishing industry. 

Please reserve the date. More detailed 
agenda will be announced soon.

CONFERENCE IN REYKJAVÍK 24. SEPTEMBER

Chris Jordan

General director, Environment 
agency of Iceland

Plastic waste originates 
in our societies.  
We need to do something 
about it.

PLASTICS PLAY A BIG ROLE IN OUR DAILY LIFE and will continue to do 
so in foreseeable future. However plastic garbage in the marine 
environment is known to have serious negative impacts on marine 
resources and fisheries, as well as on the use of coastal areas for 
tourism and the public. It is of utter importance to minimize these 
impacts.

PLASTIC GARBAGE IN THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT has different 
origins, from microplastics increasingly used in cosmetics and 
other products, to large plastic items and ghost nets. Plastics 
can have direct impact on animals, both through entanglement 
and ingestion, which will alter the biological and ecological 
performance of individuals. It also affects biota through leakage of 
harmful chemicals often contained in plastics or attached to it. 

PLASTIC DEBRIS CAN FURTHER HAVE NEGATIVE IMPACT on the 
experience of tourists, damage fishermen’s nets and equipment and 
spoil catches. Thus, it is of high importance to increase people’s 
awareness on the issue and develop effective measures to reduce 
marine plastics.  

THE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY OF ICELAND will host a conference on 
plastics in the marine environment at Silfurberg, Harpa in 
Reykjavík, Iceland on the 24th of September 2014. The conference, 
which is funded by the Nordic Council of Ministers, has the aim to 
give an overview of existing knowledge on the issue, and to identify 
reasonable and effective measures to minimize plastic garbage in 
the marine environment. In order to be able to collect and present 
a variety of possible solutions the organizers want to bring together 
all the relevant actors from both public and private sectors. Thus, 
the conference will be held back-to-back to the Icelandic Fisheries 

Exhibition that takes place in Iceland 25th to 27th of September.

http://goo.gl/e93LBW
http://goo.gl/qyuhwC
http://goo.gl/qyuhwC

