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Honourable Co-Chairs, 

 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union (EU) and its 

28 Member States.  

 

We wish to assure you both of our constructive engagement in our work 

this week. 

 

The EU and its Member States have been strong supporters of the 

development of an UNCLOS Implementing Agreement to protect and 

preserve marine biodiversity in areas beyond national jurisdiction for 

almost a decade. We are, therefore, very pleased that the deliberations at 

the April Meeting of the Working Group have shown the political will of 

the majority of States to move forward. In this respect, we welcome the 

circulation by the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea of 

the additional compilation of the views of States on “scope, parameters 

and feasibility of an international instrument under the United Nations 

Convention on the Law of the Sea” as well as the Norwegian paper on 

this issue, which we are looking forward to consider during our 

deliberations this week.  

 

Honourable Co-Chairs,  

 

The EU and its Member States firmly believe that this momentum should 

be maintained so that the January 2015 meeting of the Working Group 

will ensure that the 69th session of UNGA, in line with the outcome of 

Rio+20, can take a decision to start negotiations for a new UNCLOS 

Implementing Agreement.  
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As we have stated on a number of occasions, the overall objective of a 

new UNCLOS Implementing Agreement should be the conservation and 

sustainable use of marine biodiversity in areas beyond national 

jurisdiction. The negotiations should cover the whole package agreed in 

2011 (A/RES/66/231).  

 

Since the different elements of this “package” will be discussed under 

different agenda items this week, in our opening statement we will limit 

our comments to the legal framework for the new Implementing 

Agreement as well as its relationship to other instruments.  

 

Honourable Co-Chairs, 

 

The EU and its Member States wish to reiterate once more that UNCLOS 

provides the legal framework within which all activities in the oceans and 

seas must be carried out and which specifies the rights and obligations of 

all States.  

 

The new Implementing Agreement will implement, strengthen and 

elaborate obligations already embodied in UNCLOS, such as the general 

obligation to protect and preserve the marine environment, the obligation 

to protect and preserve rare or fragile ecosystems as well as the habitats 

of depleted, threatened or endangered species or other forms of marine 

life, the duty to co-operate on a global or regional basis for the protection 

and preservation of the marine environment, the duty to undertake 

environmental impact assessments and publish or communicate reports of 

the results of such assessments to the competent international 

organizations, as well as other relevant parts of UNCLOS related to the 
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conservation and sustainable use of marine biodiversity in areas beyond 

national jurisdiction.   

 

Honourable Co-Chairs,  

 

Some States have raised the question on how the new Implementing 

Agreement would build on existing achievements and ensure 

complementarity with existing instruments, such as the United Nations 

Fish Stocks Agreement (UNFSA), and with the work of existing 

organizations, such as Regional Fisheries Management Organizations 

(RFMOs), the International Maritime Organization (IMO) and the 

International Seabed Authority (ISA), without affecting their mandates or 

duplicating their activities. The majority of existing bodies entrusted with 

competences potentially affecting marine biodiversity beyond areas of 

national jurisdiction have a sectoral and/or regional mandate, and none of 

them is assigned with a global responsibility concerning this subject as a 

whole. This is a gap that should be filled by the Implementing 

Agreement. Such an instrument would provide an added value by 

providing a global approach to the present sectoral frameworks and by 

moving from fragmentation to coherence.  

 

In our view, the Implementing Agreement should fully recognize, 

complement and establish procedures for consultation and/or 

coordination with existing international and regional organizations with a 

mandate to regulate activities in areas beyond national jurisdiction or to 

protect the marine environment. Since marine biodiversity may be 

affected by activities, such as fishing, shipping and seabed mining, thus 

requiring action by the competent organizations, the relationship between 
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the Implementing Agreement and existing instruments should be 

addressed with clarity. 

 

Honourable Co-Chairs,  

 

The EU and its Member States strongly believe that it is perfectly feasible 

to elaborate a binding legal instrument for the conservation and 

sustainable use of marine biodiversity in areas beyond national 

jurisdiction and that the most desirable way to proceed would be by 

drafting an UNCLOS Implementing Agreement. The question of 

feasibility is not a legal one, but one of political will and commitment.  

 

Implementation and regulatory gaps in the international regime for the 

conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity in areas beyond national 

jurisdiction (ABNJ) need to be addressed within the legal framework 

adopted by UNCLOS. It is evident that without such a framework, it 

would be difficult to ensure coherent application of modern conservation 

and management principles; to establish a network of multi-purpose 

marine protected areas (MPAs) in ABNJ; to undertake the strategic 

assessment of multiple activities that can have a cumulative impact on 

ABNJ; to develop a benefit sharing regime for marine genetic resources 

or to effectively address the necessary cooperation and co-ordination 

between existing international and regional bodies.  

 

In this respect, the EU and its Member States wish to recall that there are 

already two UNCLOS Implementing Agreements, the Agreement relating 

to the implementation of Part XI and the UNFSA. This demonstrates the 

dynamic character of UNCLOS and its ability to identify and respond to 

new challenges.  
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Honourable Co-Chairs,  

 

Last week, during the 24th Meeting of States Parties to the UN 

Convention on the Law of the Sea we commemorated the 20th 

anniversary of the entry into force of the Convention, and all States 

renewed their commitment to respect the rule of law and the public order 

of the oceans, as set out in the Convention, recognizing its universality 

and significance as a factor for stability, peace and progress in a difficult 

international context. 

 

In our view, the launching of negotiations for the adoption of the third 

UNCLOS Implementing Agreement, 20 years after its entry into force, 

could not be more appropriate. We have an opportunity to meet the global 

commitment undertaken at Rio+20 "to protect, and restore, the health, 

productivity and resilience of oceans and marine ecosystems, and to 

maintain their biodiversity, enabling their conservation and sustainable 

use for present and future generations", and we should not miss it!  

 

Thank you! 

 


