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 (viii) Scope ratione materiae 

 
In the view of the EU and is MS, area-based management tools, in particular 

multi-purpose MPAs, play a key role in the conservation and sustainable use of 

marine biodiversity in areas beyond national jurisdiction. With a view to contributing 

to the implementation of our international commitments related to the creation of a 

global network of effectively and equitably managed, ecologically representative and 

well-connected systems of protected areas and other effective area-based 

conservation measures, the Implementing Agreement should provide, inter alia, 

procedures for   

 

- the identification and designation of globally recognised, multi-purpose 

MPAs, 

-  the establishment of conservation and management objectives for the 

designated areas,  

- monitoring and surveillance of activities aimed at achieving the conservation 

and management objectives as well as  

- a procedure for the recognition of MPAs established by relevant regional 

organisations and conventions.  

 

This process may draw upon relevant scientific criteria and information, such as that 

provided by the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) through its EBSAs 

(Ecologically or Biologically Significant Areas) process. At the same time, however, 

we wish to underline the scientific and technical character of the identification of 

EBSAs as well as the role of CBD in this respect, as recognized in Decision X/29, 

par.24, namely that the CBD has a key role in supporting the work of the General 

Assembly with regard to marine protected areas beyond national jurisdiction by 

focusing on provision of scientific and, as appropriate, technical information and 

advice relating to marine biological diversity, the application of the ecosystem 

approach and the precautionary approach. 
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Decision IX/20: 

Recalling that General Assembly resolution 60/30 emphasized the universal and unified 

character of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and reaffirmed that the 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea sets out the legal framework within which 

all activities in the oceans and seas must be carried out, and that its integrity needs to be 

maintained, as recognized also by the United Nations Conference on Environmental and 

Development in chapter 17 of Agenda 21 

Decision X/29 paragraphs 24-26: 

24. Recognizes that the Convention on Biological Diversity has a key role in 

supporting the work of the General Assembly with regard to marine protected areas beyond 

national jurisdiction, by focusing on provision of scientific and, as appropriate, technical 

information and advice relating to marine biological diversity, the application of the 

ecosystem approach and the precautionary approach;  

25. Notes that the application of the scientific criteria in annex I of decision IX/20 

for the identification of ecologically and biologically significant areas presents a tool 

which Parties and competent intergovernmental organizations may choose to use to progress 

towards the implementation of ecosystem approaches in relation to areas both within and 

beyond national jurisdiction, through the identification of areas and features of the marine 

environment that are important for conservation and sustainable use of marine and coastal 

biodiversity;  

26. Notes that the application of the ecologically or biologically significant areas 

(EBSAs) criteria is a scientific and technical exercise, that areas found to meet the criteria 

may require enhanced conservation and management measures, and that this can be achieved 

through a variety of means, including marine protected areas and impact assessments, and 

emphasizes that the identification of ecologically or biologically significant areas and the 

selection of conservation and management measures is a matter for States and 

competent intergovernmental organizations, in accordance with international law, 

including the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea; 

 


