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Agenda Item 5(a) 

“The scope and parameters of an international instrument under the 

Convention”  

 

Fisheries 

As we have stated on a number of occasions, including our two statements yesterday, 

and there seems to be consensus on this issue, the Implementing Agreement shall 

respect the mandates of existing organizations and will not duplicate their activities. 

More specifically, the Implementing Agreement shall fully recognize, complement 

and establish procedures for consultation and/or coordination with existing 

international and regional organizations mandated to regulate activities in ABNJ or to 

protect the marine environment.  

The same principle will apply with respect to RFMOs. The Implementing 

Agreement (IA) shall respect and not alter the rights and obligations of States Parties 

which arise from agreements on the conservation and management of marine living 

resources, in particular the United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement (UNFSA). 

At the same time, however, since marine biodiversity may be affected by activities, 

such as fishing, shipping and seabed mining, thus requiring action by the competent 

organizations, the relationship between the IA and existing instruments should be 

addressed with clarity. This by no means implies that the new IA will regulate such 

activities. However, the IA will take account of the impact of fishing on marine 

biodiversity, such as in a multi-purpose impact assessment. It will be up to the 

competent organizations to adopt any necessary measures.  

The EU and its Member States have always favored a global, integrated approach that 

recognizes and respects the role of regional organizations and conventions. The 

objective will be to draft the Implementing Agreement in such a way as to ensure 

formal cooperation between the existing organizations, according to their 

competences and any institutional structures, procedures and mechanisms established 

under the new instrument. The idea is to put in place a system of cooperation and 

coordination and to speak in terms of “collaborative approach” rather than of “global 

versus regional approach”. 


