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Oceans Day at UNFCCC COP 21Paris  

December 4, 2015, Rio Conventions Pavilion, Le Bourget 

Speaker Biographies1 
 

H.S.H. Prince Albert II of Monaco - H.S.H. Prince Albert, Alexandre, Louis, Pierre, Sovereign Prince of 

Monaco, Marquis of Baux, was born on 14th March 1958. HSH Prince Albert II of Monaco acceded to the 

throne on July 12, 2005. The following year, he created the Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation, which 

continues his personal commitment for the protection of the environment by supporting sustainable, ethical and 

innovative projects around the world, with a focus on three main challenges: fighting against climate change 

and promoting renewable energy; combating the loss of biodiversity; and preserving water resources. In January 

2009, Prince Albert II of Monaco undertook a scientific journey in the Antarctic. This journey follows upon two 

other expeditions realized in Arctic in 2005 (Spitzberg) and 2006 when he reached the North Pole by sledge. 

H.S.H the Prince received, among others, the Teddy Roosevelt medal at the United States Congress, the Roger 

Revelle prize at the University of California in San Diego, and the B.A.U.M Environmental award in Hamburg. 

These distinctions were awarded to him in acknowledgement of his actions towards environmental protection. 

HSH Prince Albert II of Monaco attended Amherst College (B.A., 1981) in Massachusetts and served in the 

French navy. HSH the Prince participated in five Olympic Games, from Calgary in 1988 to Salt Lake City in 

2002. A member of the International Olympic Committee since 1985, he is also President of the Monegasque 

Olympic Committee. 
 

Ms. Inger Andersen - Inger Andersen was appointed Director General of the International Union for 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN) in January 2015. Ms Andersen brings a passion for conservation and 

sustainable development with more than 30 years of experience in international development economics, 

environmental sustainability and policy-making, as well as in designing and implementing projects and 

generating on-the-ground impact. She has played a key role in supporting riparian countries on international 

water management and hydro diplomacy. Prior to joining IUCN, Ms Andersen held various leadership roles at 

the World Bank and United Nations. Most recently, she was Vice President of the Middle East and North Africa 

at the World Bank, and previous to that Vice President for Sustainable Development and Head of the CGIAR 

Fund Council. Throughout Ms Andersen’s 15-year career at the World Bank, her managerial roles focused on 

water, environment, and sustainable development with special emphasis on Africa and the Middle East. 

Previous to the World Bank, Ms. Andersen worked at the United Nations for 15 years, starting in the UN 

Sudano-Sahelian Office working on drought and desertification issues, and was then appointed UNDP’s Water 

and Environment Coordinator for the Arab Region. Ms Andersen’s educational background includes a BA from 

London Metropolitan University North and a MA degree from the School of Oriental and African Studies at the 

University of London with specialisation in development economics. 

 

Dr. Raphael Bille – Raphaël joined the Pacific Community (SPC) in January 2014 to lead the implementation 

of the Restoration of Ecosystem Services and Adaptation to Climate Change project (RESCCUE). Before that, 

he led for 7 years the development and management of both Biodiversity and Climate Change Adaptation 

programmes at the Institute for Sustainable Development and International Relations (IDDRI) – a Paris-based, 

non-profit think tank undertaking independent research and providing innovative policy solutions. In this 

capacity he planned and supervised activities on a wide variety of topics ranging from high seas biodiversity 

governance to tropical deforestation, from climate adaptation policies to biodiversity economics and coastal 

zone management. Holding a PhD in environmental management (AgroParisTech) and two master’s degrees in 

urban and regional planning and environmental economics, Raphaël started his career as Scientific Attaché at 

the French Embassy in Pakistan, before joining UNDP in Indonesia as a Junior Professional Officer. Raphaël 
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later established himself as an independent consultant and was contracted mainly by IUCN, bilateral 

cooperation agencies and international organisations. 

 

Mr. David Bresch - Since 1 Oct 2015, David Bresch leads the newly established Business Development team 

within Global Partnerships. This unit engages with the world to strengthen disaster resilience, as there are limits 

to what the insurance industry can achieve alone; some risks will require a broader approach involving 

international and public institutions. His previous roles at Swiss Re include Global Head Sustainability, Head of 

University and Risk Research Relations, Head Atmospheric Perils Group and Chief modeler for natural 

catastrophe risk assessment. He has been member of the deal teams for many innovative risk transfer 

transactions, like cat bonds and weather index solutions. David Bresch has been a member of the official Swiss 

delegation to the UNFCCC climate negotiations 2009-2012 and will again participate at COP21 in Paris (2015). 

He serves as member of the Private Sector Advisory Group of the UN Green Climate Fund and various climate 

advisory bodies in Switzerland. At the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology, ETH, Switzerland, he acts as 

scientific advisor to its Center for Climate Systems Modeling and as lecturer on economics of climate 

adaptation. David Bresch holds a PhD in physics from the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology, Zurich (ETH). 

 

Dr. Biliana Cicin-Sain - Dr. Biliana Cicin-Sain (PhD in political science, UCLA, postdoctoral training, 

Harvard University) is President of the Global Ocean Forum, and Director of the Gerard J. Mangone Center for 

Marine Policy and Professor of Marine Policy at the University of Delaware.  An expert in the field of 

integrated coastal and ocean governance, she has authored over 100 publications in the field, and has forged 

international collaboration among all sectors of the international oceans community to advance the global 

oceans agenda, as founder and president of the Global Ocean Forum.  Dr. Cicin-Sain’s international ocean work 

has been recognized through a number of awards, including:  2010 Laureate for the Elizabeth Haub Award for 

Environmental Diplomacy; 2010 honorary doctorate in maritime law by Korea Maritime University; 2007 

Coastal Zone Foundation Award (US); 2007 Elizabeth Mann Borgese Meerespreis (Prize of the Sea, given by 

the Ministry of Science, Economics and Transport of the Land Schleswig-Holstein, Germany); 2002 co-

recipient of the Ocean and Coastal Stewardship award (given by the California and the World Ocean 

Conference).  

 

Ms. Maria Damanaki - Maria Damanaki is the Global Managing Director for Oceans at The Nature 

Conservancy. She leads a global team focused on transforming how the world manages its oceans, including 

sustainable fisheries management, large-scale protection and restoration of coral reefs and other ecosystems, 

coastal resilience, and a first-of-its-kind mapping and quantification of the full value of the world’s oceans to 

people. She believes that the only path to lasting, tangible results for a sustainable blue economy is 

collaboration across public, private and civil sectors – at both global and local levels – while always respecting 

the needs of both nature and people. With over 30 years of public service in Europe, Maria most recently served 

the past four years as European Union Commissioner for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries. Under her leadership, 

the Commission was able to bring fish populations back to healthier levels—from as few as five sustainable 

stocks in 2010 to up to 27 today. In just the next five years, the continuation of her fisheries policy efforts could 

lead to 15 million more tons of fish in the sea, 30 percent more jobs and the equivalent of over US $2 billion in 

additional revenue. She also introduced and implemented the Blue Growth agenda for Seas and Oceans in 

Europe, which aimed to create 1.6 million new jobs and the equivalent of US $750 billion in revenue by 2020 in 

sectors such as coastal tourism, ocean energy, and marine biotechnology. In addition, she established legislation 

to create a common framework for Marine Spatial Planning to map and better manage maritime activities across 

EU countries. Maria previously served as a member of Greek Parliament for more than 25 years, and was the 

youngest-ever Member of Parliament when she was first elected in 1977. She became the first woman to lead a 

political party in Greece in 1990, preceded by being the first woman elected as Vice President of Parliament in 

1986. Born on the Greek island of Crete, Maria graduated with honors from the National Technical University 

of Athens with a Master of Science in chemical engineering. There, she played a leading role in the 

underground student opposition of the Greek military junta. She has authored four books on European issues, 
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human rights, education and women’s rights. Maria is based in the Conservancy’s London office. She enjoys 

traveling and spending time around the Greek islands with her three grown children. 

 

Mr. Luke Daunivalu - Mr Daunivalu is the Deputy Secretary (Policy) for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

Fiji. He has served in various Government Ministries, including the Solicitor General's office, Trade and 

Commerce, Education and the Fiji Police Force. He is a lawyer by training and practiced law in Fiji until his 

posting in 2010 to Fiji's Permanent Mission to the United Nations in New York where he served as Deputy 

Permanent Representative/Counsellor. He is a current member of the Adaptation Committee under the 

UNFCCC.  

 

Dr. Braulio Ferreira de Souza Dias - Dr. Dias has over three decades of experience in biodiversity science 

and policy and its implementation at national and international levels. He brings a unique combination of 

scientific training and extensive experience in negotiation. He obtained a BSc in Biological Sciences from the 

University of Brasilia and went on to obtain his PhD in Zoology from the University of Edinburgh in 1981. He 

served on the Brazilian Delegation for the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in Rio 

de Janeiro in June 1992, as well as on the Intergovernmental Committee of the CBD in 1993 and 1994. Mr. 

Dias has since participated in each of the meetings of the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the Convention on 

Biological Diversity as a member of the Brazilian Delegation, and was one of the co-organizers of the eighth 

meeting of the Conference of the Parties, held in Curitiba Brazil in 2006. He participated extensively in the 

major inter-sessional meetings and workshops of the CBD, and played a prominent role in the preparation, 

conception and negotiation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and its Aichi Biodiversity Targets. 

Before joining the Secretariat, he was Secretary of Biodiversity and Forests at the Brazilian Ministry of the 

Environment since September 2010, and before that was Director for Biodiversity Conservation since 1999. 

 

Dr. Angus Friday - Based in Washington DC, Dr. Angus Friday serves as Grenada's Ambassador to the United 

States, Mexico and the Organization of American States.  As part of his Prime Minister's vision to create a 

Smart and Sustainable Island Economy, he has focused efforts on assisting Grenada with  its drive to become a 

leading exemplar of blue growth and has developed a national blue economy master plan and prospectus with 

the support of the Dutch Government.  Friday has worked with  the Netherlands, Indonesia, FAO, the World 

Bank and others to help develop the Global Blue Growth Network.  Prior to this, Friday served as the World 

Bank's Oceans Representative and also as a Senior International Climate Policy Specialist where he assisted in 

securing US $30 million for renewable energy in the SIDS DOCK program developed by the Caribbean 

Climate Change Centre with the support of SPREP and AOSIS.  Prior to this, Friday served as Grenada's 

Ambassador to the United Nations in New York and as chair of the AOSIS (Alliance of Small Island 

Developing States). Friday is a medical doctor with an MBA and founded and raised venture capital for two 

medical informatics companies in London working closely with the pharmaceutical industry and physician 

groups.  He later advised Scottish development agencies on life science industrial development.  Friday is an 

avid sailor and SCUBA diver and also enjoys running, cycling, reading, cooking, painting and planting. 

 

Mr. Angus Garrett - Dr Angus Garrett has spent over 20 years in business research.  Angus’ early career was 

focused on industrial clusters and SME network development in the North East of England as a response to 

closures of Swan Hunter shipyard and British Gas Engineering Research Station.  Thereafter Angus worked for 

Cambridge based consultancy firm Segal Quince Wicksteed where he undertook cluster studies and appraisal 

and evaluation work. For the last ten years Angus has worked for Seafish undertaking strategic studies that 

examine long-term issues as they impact on the seafood industry, understanding production systems and 

facilitating strategic analysis and planning with industry stakeholders.  More recently Angus’ work has moved 

towards the knowledge economy and understanding key business capabilities such as foresight, knowledge 

development and strategic renewal.  This work resulted in a multi-disciplinary doctoral thesis that drew upon 

knowledge management and learning systems, particularly action research and systems thinking as they apply 

to complex situations. Angus’ current work is focussed on seafood industry horizon scanning and responding to 
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emerging long term developments.  Such developments include ‘climate change and GHG emissions’, ‘macro 

trade, geopolitical developments and food security’, ‘NGO and consumer interests’, ‘ethics and slavery’, ‘food 

safety and integrity’, and ‘image and demographic changes’. 

 

Mr. Langston James “Kimo” Goree - Kimo Goree was one of the co-founders of the Earth Negotiations 

Bulletin in 1992 and the CLIMATE-L list in 1997. He served in the role of a Junior Programme Office (JPO) at 

UNDP in Brazil from 1988-1989 and was the Director of a Brazilian applied research institute (IPHAE) in 

Porto Velho, Rondonia from 1990-1993. He was a former stand-up comic, professional clown and actor in 

movies and TV (SAG-AFTRA) from 1971-1988. Since 1993, he raises money and runs the International 

Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) Reporting Services, providing conference services for 

international meetings at the United Nations…when he is not on his bicycle. 

 

Dr. Hashali Hamukuaya - Dr Hashali Hamukuaya is the Executive Secretary of Benguela Current 

Commission (BCC), based in Swakopmund, Namibia.  The BCC is the first inter-governmental multi-sectorial 

(fisheries, environment, marine transport and minerals/energy) commission in the world to be based on the 

Large Marine Ecosystem (LME) concept of ocean governance – a move towards managing resources at the 

larger ecosystem level rather than at the national level and balancing human needs with conservation 

imperatives.  He is a fisheries biologist by training with over 20 years’ experience as senior fisheries advisor 

and administrator.  He served as the first Executive Secretary of South East Atlantic Fisheries Organisation 

(SEAFO) from 2005-2008 responsible for the conservation and management of living marine resources in the 

high seas within the convention area.  Since 2011 till now, he chairs the African Large Marine Ecosystem 

Caucus that represents large marine ecosystems initiatives for conservation and sustainable development along 

the African continent. He received his MSc degree in Marine Environmental Sciences at State University of 

New York at Stony Brook, USA in 1991 and doctorate degree in zoology at University of Port Elizabeth 

(renamed Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University) in South Africa in 2000. 

 

Ms. Dorothée Herr - Dorothée Herr is the Manager for Oceans and Climate Change at the Global Marine and 

Polar Programme (GMPP) at IUCN – the International Union for Conservation of Nature. She joined IUCN in 

2009 and is now leading the IUCN’s international policy engagement on marine climate change issues 

including ocean acidification and Blue Carbon, especially within the context of the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). Ms Herr has authored and co-authored a suite of articles and 

reports on ocean acidification in the context of the UNFCCC, Blue Carbon as well as on coastal and marine 

Ecosystem-based Adaptation (EbA). Ms Herr is involved in a variety of projects including the Blue Carbon 

Initiative, the UNEP/GEF Blue Forest project and the international Ocean Acidification Reference User Group 

(iOA-RUG). Ms Herr received her masters degree in Environmental Change and Management from Oxford 

University, UK and her diploma in Geography from the University of Heidelberg in Germany. 

 

Dr. Hans Hoogeveen - Hans Hoogeveen, a Dutch national, serves as the Director General for Agriculture and 

Nature Management at the Netherlands Ministry of Economic Affairs. As such, Dr. Hoogeveen is the most 

senior civil servant to lead the agriculture, agribusiness, food safety, food security, veterinary and plant health, 

international affairs, including the European Common Agricultural Policy and the Common Fisheries Policy, 

international food security, the FAO and other UN affairs, trade liberalisation (WTO), market access and 

nature/biodiversity managements agendas. Dr. Hoogeveen served as Chair of the Bureau of the Seventh Session 

of the United Nations Forum on Forests. Dr. Hoogeveen received an UN award during the High-Level Special 

Event on the UN General Assembly’s adoption of the international forest instrument. He is one of the founding 

fathers of the Global Alliance for Climate Smart Agriculture and the Global Action Network for Oceans and 

Blue Growth. He also served as President of the Conference of the Parties to the UN Convention on Biological 

Diversity (CBD) and the Facilitator of the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations (ECOSOC). Dr. 

Hoogeveen received a law degree in the Netherlands and also holds a master’s degree in Public Administration. 
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He also completed a programme for Senior Managers in Government at the Harvard Kennedy School of 

Government. 

 

Dr. Edmund Hughes - Dr. Edmund Hughes is Head, Air Pollution and Energy Efficiency in the Marine 

Environment Division of the International Maritime Organization (IMO), the United Nations specialized agency 

responsible for the regulation of international shipping. As a member of the IMO Secretariat his responsibilities 

cover MARPOL Annex VI, the International Regulations for the Prevention of Air Pollution from Ships, which 

include provisions for the control of emissions such as SOx and NOx and regulations on energy efficiency for 

ships. Additionally his role includes work on further technical and operational measures to enhance the energy 

efficiency of ships and work to address GHG emissions from international shipping, including delivery of the 

Third IMO GHG Study 2014. Prior to joining the IMO he worked for the UK’s shipping regulatory the 

Maritime and Coastguard Agency where he held roles in both safety and environmental policy. He also spent 

two years working for HM Treasury, the UK Ministry for finance and economics. Dr. Hughes is a member of 

the Institute of Marine Engineering, Science and Technology (IMarEST), is a Chartered Engineer, and has a 

doctorate in environmental pollution control from Cranfield University in the United Kingdom.  

 

H.E. Mr. Greg Hunt MP - Greg Hunt has been the Australian Minister for the Environment since September 

2013. He has held other senior positions in the Australian Government, including Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Minister for Foreign Affairs and Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage. 

Prior to entering parliament, he had been a political advisor, a consultant with McKinsey and Company, Chief 

Australian Electoral Observer in Cambodia and the World Economic Forum’s Director of Strategy. As 

Environment Minister, Greg’s achievements include establishing Australia’s successful Emissions Reduction 

Fund, leading the creation of the Australia Pacific Rainforest Recovery Plan, and developing the Great Barrier 

Reef 2050 Long-Term Sustainability Plan. Greg, his wife and two young children reside on Australia’s 

beautiful Mornington Peninsula. 

 

Ms. Naoko Ishii - Naoko Ishii has served as the CEO and Chairperson for the Global Environment Facility 

(GEF) since June 2012. Prior to that, Ms. Ishii was the Deputy Vice Minister of Finance, where she was 

responsible for Japan’s international financial and development policies, and for its global policies on 

environmental issues such as climate change and biodiversity. She led the Japanese delegation at the Transition 

Committee for designing the Green Climate Fund. For nearly half of her career, Ms. Ishii has served in 

international assignments outside of Japan, including at the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund. 

At the World Bank, Ms. Ishii was the Country Director for Sri Lanka and the Maldives (2006-2010). She also 

served as the World Bank’s country program coordinator for Vietnam (1997-2001), project manager at Harvard 

Institute for International Development (1996-1997), economist at the International Monetary Fund (1992-

1995) working for Africa and Asia, as well as visiting fellow at Center for International Affairs at Harvard 

University (1984-1985). Ms. Ishii also taught sustainable development and environment at Keio University. She 

has published numerous papers and several books, two of which were awarded the Suntory Prize (1990) and 

Okita Memorial Prize for International Development Research (2004). She is the inaugural recipient of the 2006 

Enjoji Jiro Memorial Prize. She holds BA and Ph.D. from University of Tokyo. 

 

Dr. Michel Jarraud - Mr. Michel Jarraud is Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organization 

(WMO) since January 1st, 2004. Mr. Jarraud was elected Chair of the UN-Water, the coordinating mechanism 

of the 39 UN entities active in the water and sanitation area, in August 2011 and started his two-years tenure on 

7 February 2012 at the 16th UN-Water Senior Programme Managers meeting in Zaragoza, Spain. Before 

joining WMO as Deputy Secretary-General in January 1991, Mr. Jarraud devoted part of his career to the 

internationally renowned European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF). He was appointed 

Deputy Director of the Centre in 1991 having been Director of the Operational Department since 1990. From 

June 1978 to December 1985, he was researcher in numerical weather prediction at the ECMWF. Mr. Jarraud 

started his career with Meteo-France, as a researcher (September 1976-May 1978). Je joined the French 
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National Meteorological Service again in January 1986 as Director of the Weather Forecasting Department, 

until December 1989. Mr. Jarraud is a scientist and a meteorologist with degrees from the prestigious French 

Ecole Polutechnique and the Ecole de la Meteorologie Nationale. 

 

H.E. Mr. Ronald Jumeau - Ronald (Ronny) Jumeau has been the Republic of Seychelles’ New York-based 

roving Ambassador for Climate Change and Small Island Developing State Issues since 2012. He started his 

career as a journalist and then Chief Editor of the Seychelles Nation daily newspaper. He became Secretary to 

the Cabinet in the President’s Office in 1992 before holding several ministerial posts from 1998 to 2007 

including that of Minister for Environment and Natural Resources, which included responsibility for climate 

change, conservation, water, forestry, agriculture and fisheries. Amb. Jumeau was posted to New York in 2007 

as Seychelles’ Permanent Representative to the United Nations and Ambassador to the United States, Canada, 

Brazil and several Caribbean islands until 2012 when he became a global activist for the survival of his and 

other island nations. He was Chair of the Steering Committee of the Global Island Partnership (GLISPA - 

glispa.org) from 2013 to 2015 and Chief Spokesperson of the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS – 

www.aosis.org) from 2012 to 2014. 

 

Mr. Samuel Kame-Domguia - Samuel’s story is about a humble upbringing in rural Cameroon. Today, often 

credited as the father of Africa’s oceanic long-term strategic vision, he is the man behind the African 

“Oceanomy” concept. Recognized as a “Very Special Leader” in integrative strategic thinking, having 

organized, chaired and given more than 175 ministerial and international conferences on the Geostrategic 

Challenges and Opportunities of Seas and Oceans in various high-level academic, business and military forums, 

including the World Maritime University, the French War College Institute of Advanced Studies in National 

Defence, the US Naval War College, the NATO, the UN and the International Sea Power Symposium which is 

the largest gathering of maritime leaders in history. He joined the African Union (AU) Commission in 2007, as 

a Strategic Planner within the AU’s Darfur Integrated Task Force (DITF). Realizing that maritime issues were 

not addressed in the quadrennial AU’s Strategic Plan, he initiated (in April 2008) and masterminded the 

development of the 2050 Africa’s Integrated Maritime Strategy (2050 AIM-Strategy), introducing the 

groundbreaking concept of Blue Economy. The 2050 AIM-Strategy was formally adopted in January 2014 by 

the 22
nd

 Ordinary Session of AU’s Assembly of Heads of State and Government. Africa’s Blue Economy is 

now officially dubbed as the new frontier of Africa’s Renaissance. Samuel is currently the Coordinator of the 

AU’s 2050 AIM-Strategy Task Force. 

 

Sir David King - Professor Sir David King was appointed as the UK Foreign Secretary’s Special 

Representative for Climate Change (full-time) in September 2013. Sir David was previously the Government’s 

Chief Scientific Advisor from 2000 – 2007, working with Prime Ministers Blair and Brown, during which time 

he raised awareness of the need for governments to act on climate change and was instrumental in creating the 

Energy Technologies Institute. He also served as the Founding Director of the Smith School of Enterprise and 

Environment at Oxford, 2008 – 2012. He was born in Durban, South Africa, educated at St John’s College 

Johannesburg and at Witwatersrand University, and graduated with an Honours degree in Chemistry, 1960, and 

a PhD, 1963. He is a physical chemist working in surface science and catalysis.  He was the Brunner Professor 

of Physical Chemistry, University of Liverpool, 1974 – 1987, and subsequently the 1920 Professor of Physical 

Chemistry at Cambridge University, 1987 – 2000, Head of the Department of Chemistry, 1993-2000, and 

Master of Downing College at Cambridge, 1995 -2000.  He has received many awards, medals etc. including: 

the Rumford Medal of The Royal Society, 2002; the Linnaeus Medal, Sweden, 2007; the Jawaharlal Nehru 

Birth Centenary Medal, Indian National Science Academy, 2007; the Arthur W. Adamson Award, the ACS, 

2009; and the Symons Medal, Association of Commonwealth Universities, 2013.  

 

H.E. Ms. Yuriko Koike - Yuriko Koike, a member of the House of Representatives, was served as Minister of 

the Environment from 2003 to 2006. Later Koike held two other cabinet posts- Special Advisor to the Prime 

Minister for National Security Affairs, appointed in 2006, and Japan’s first female Defense Minister, in July 

https://plus.google.com/118289142531171702713/photos/photo/6073295638325193010?pid=6073295638325193010&oid=118289142531171702713
https://plus.google.com/118289142531171702713/photos/photo/6073287769276100162?pid=6073287769276100162&oid=118289142531171702713
http://www.wmu.se/
http://www.ihedn.fr/
http://www.ihedn.fr/
https://plus.google.com/118289142531171702713/photos/photo/6073289709172155090?pid=6073289709172155090&oid=118289142531171702713
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2007. In 2008 she run for the head of Japan’s ruling party, which brings the prime ministership, as the first 

female candidate. After graduated from Cairo University, Koike began her journalistic career as a TV 

personality. She has written books and articles on Japanese politics and international affairs. She contributes 

article regularly to the “Project Syndicate”. 

 

Dr. Monde Mayekiso - Dr. Monde Mayekiso studied at various institutions in South Africa, eventually 

obtaining a PhD degree in Marine Estuarine Environmental Science, at the University of Maryland in 1994. He 

started his working career as a Lecturer at the University of Fort Hare, South Africa. In 1996 he joined the 

Department of Environment as Head of Fisheries. In that capacity he led the development of South Africa’s 

fisheries policies and legislation. He further led the development of coastal management policies and 

legislation. He also worked as a Research Manager for the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research 

(CSIR) and assumed the position of Deputy Director General in the Department of Environment Affairs  in 

2005. From 2009 he led a team that developed South Africa’s first Ocean Policy.  He currently is involved in 

the development of South Africa’s first Marine Spatial Plan. He also takes a keen interest in matters of 

Antarctica and southern Ocean, and has served as South Africa’s Commissioner to the Convention of the 

Conservation of Antarctic Living marine Resources (CCAMLR) since 2008. He is the current Chair of the IOC 

Sub-commission for Africa and Island States, a position he has held since 2012.  

 

Mr. Rawleston Moore - Rawleston is a senior climate change specialist in the Global Environment Facility 

(GEF) and currently the Small Island Developing States coordinator in the GEF. Mr. Moore is also the 

adaptation coordinator in the Global Environment Facility. Rawleston is a former representative of the 

Government of Barbados to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. Rawleston worked 

on many climate change projects in the Caribbean, and has worked with many island countries on the issue of 

climate change. Rawleston is a part time lecturer at the Centre for Resource Management and Environmental 

Studies University of West Indies-Cave Hill Campus Barbados, and has worked as a consultant for governments 

and international organizations on the issue of climate change. 

 

Ambassador José Filipe Moraes Cabral - Ambassador Moraes Cabral studied Law in Lisbon University and 

Political Science and International Affairs at the Université Libre in Brussels. He joined the Portuguese Foreign 

Service in 1979. He served in the Portuguese Embassies in Otawa, Rabat and Ryiad (as Chargé d’Affaires 

during the first Gulf War) and in the Permanent Representation of Portugal to the European Union (1991-1993). 

He was Director of the Office of the Director General for Foreign Policy at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

between 1994 and 1996, when he became International Affairs Advisor to the President of the Republic. In 

1999 he was appointed Ambassador in Israel. In June 2001 he took up the position of Chief of Staff to the 

President. In late 2004 he became Ambassador to Spain and in December 2008 he was appointed Permanent 

Representative of Portugal to the United Nations in New York. A member of the Security Council in 2011 and 

2012, he chaired the Security Council’s committees on sanctions to Korea and Lybia as well as the Working 

Group on the Working Methods of the Security Council. In February 2013 he took up his present position as 

Ambassador of Portugal to France and as Permanent Delegate to UNESCO. 

 

Brian Murray - Brian Murray, director of the Environmental Economics Program at Duke University’s 

Nicholas Institute for Environmental Policy Solutions, is widely recognized for his work on the economics of 

climate change policy. This includes the design of cap-and-trade policy elements to address cost containment 

and inclusion of offsets from traditionally uncapped sectors such as agriculture and forestry. Murray is among 

the original designers of the allowance price reserve approach for containing prices in carbon markets that was 

adopted by California and the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) cap-and-trade programs. Throughout 

his 21-year research career, he has produced many peer-reviewed publications on topics ranging from the 

design of market-based environmental policies and the effectiveness of renewable energy subsidies to the 

evaluation of programs to protect natural habitats such as forests, coastal and marine ecosystems. He holds both 
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a doctoral and master's degree in resource economics and policy from Duke University and a bachelor's degree 

in economics and finance from the University of Delaware.  

 

Ms. Catherine Novelli - Catherine A. Novelli was sworn in as Under Secretary of State for Economic Growth, 

Energy, and the Environment on February 18, 2014. She leads the U.S. State Department’s efforts to develop 

and implement economic growth, energy, oceans, environmental, and science and technology policies to 

promote economic prosperity and address global challenges in a transparent, rules-based, and sustainable 

system. She is also the State Department’s Senior Coordinator for International Information Technology 

Diplomacy. Prior to assuming her current duties, she was Vice President, Worldwide Government Affairs at 

Apple, Inc. Formerly Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for Europe & the Mediterranean, Ms. Novelli 

coordinated U.S. trade and investment policy for the over 65 countries of Western Europe, Central Europe, 

Russia, the NIS, the Middle East and Northern Africa. She has taken a leading role in many of the most 

important U.S. trade negotiations in Europe, Russia, the Middle East, and North Africa. Ms. Novelli is a 

graduate of Tufts University, holds a law degree from the University of Michigan and a Master of Laws from 

University of London (with concentrations in international and comparative law at the London School of 

Economics and School of Oriental and Asian Studies).  

 

Dr. Ir. Achmad Poernomo – Dr. Poernomo was born in 1958 and obtained a PhD Degree from The University 

of New South Wales in Food Technology. He started his career as a Research Scientist in 1982 in the 

Department of Agriculture of the Republic of Indonesia. He then joined the Ministry of Marine Affairs and 

Fisheries in 2001, and held the position as Director General of Agency for Marine and Fisheries Research and 

Development during 2013-2015. While serving as Senior Advisor on Public Policy to the Minister of Marine 

and Fisheries since August 2015, he is now assigned also as the Coordinator of  Climate Change  Task Force in 

the Ministry. He is also Council Directors member of South-East Asia Fisheries Development Centre  

(SEAFDEC). His fields of interest are Fisheries Management,  and Seafood quality and safety. He has 

published research articles and reviews, and participated in seminars and conferences in these fields.  

 

H.E. Mr. Manuel Pulgar-Vidal - Manuel Pulgar-Vidal is a lawyer with 29 years of experience in 

environmental law and policy. Minister of Environment since 2011, he is also President of the COP 20/CMP 10. 

In 1986 he founded the Peruvian Society for Environmental Law, an influential institution in Latin American, 

serving as its Executive Director for 20 years. Mr Pulgar-Vidal has participated in the development of 

environmental policy frameworks in Latin American countries and as a policy adviser. He has also taken part of 

various environmental initiatives. He has authored specialized publications and articles in environmental 

journals, and is currently a lecturer in environmental law, environmental management and natural resources. As 

Minister, he is responsible for proposing and defining the environmental policies of the country, including 

climate change policies, the implementation of the national environmental legislation and its enforcement 

policies. From June 2013, when the COP20 was announced, to December 2014, Mr Pulgar-Vidal was in charge 

of paving the way to the Lima Climate Change Conference both domestically and at the global level. This year, 

Mr Pulgar-Vidal’s role as President of the COP –a position taken last December- has been to contribute with 

political guidance to the lead up to COP21 in Paris. 

 

H.E. Ms. Mary Robinson - Mary Robinson is President of the Mary Robinson Foundation – Climate Justice.  

She served as President of Ireland from 1990-1997 and UN High Commissioner for Human Rights from 

1997-2002. She is a member of the Elders and the Club of Madrid and the recipient of numerous honours and 

awards including the Presidential Medal of Freedom from the President of the United States Barack Obama. 

She is also a member of the Lead Group of the Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Movement.  Between March 2013 

and August 2014 Mary served as the UN Secretary General’s Special Envoy for the Great Lakes region of 

Africa. In August 2014 she was appointed the United Nations Secretary-General’s Special Envoy on Climate 

Change. A former President of the International Commission of Jurists and former chair of the Council of 

Women World Leaders she was President and founder of Realizing Rights: The Ethical Globalization Initiative 
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from 2002-2010 and served as Honorary President of Oxfam International from 2002-2012. Mary Robinson 

serves as Patron of the Board of the Institute of Human Rights and Business in addition to being a board 

member of several organisations including the Mo Ibrahim Foundation and the European Climate Foundation. 

Mary is the Chancellor of the University of Dublin since 1998.  Mary’s memoir, Everybody Matters was 

published in September 2012. 

 

Dr. Vladimir Ryabinin - Vladimir Ryabinin became Executive Secretary of the Intergovernmental 

Oceanographic Commission (IOC-UNESCO) and Assistant Director-General of UNESCO in March 2015. 

Between 2001-2015, Dr Ryabinin served as a Senior Scientific Officer of the World Climate Research 

Programme (WCRP) and a staff member of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), where he was 

responsible for the international coordination of climate research with a focus on the polar regions and 

cryosphere, the ocean, sea level, stratosphere, atmospheric chemistry and climate, and contribution of research 

into the creation of climate services. His other notable professional positions include Executive Director at the 

International Ocean Institute (IOI) in Malta, Principal Scientist with the Euro-Mediterranean Centre on Insular 

Coastal Dynamics (ICoD) in Malta, and Head of Laboratory, Senior and Principal Researcher at the 

Hydromercentre of Russia (Moscow), where he was one of the creators of the first Soviet technology for 

numerical weather prediction for medium ranges (up to a week), implemented in the mid-1980s. Dr Ryabinin 

served as a PI in a large number of high-level environmental projects, nationally and internationally. His 

professional certifications are Engineer-Oceanographer from the Leningrad Hydrometeorological Institute 

(1978), PhD from 1982, and Senior Doctorate in Physical and Mathematical Sciences for Oceanography and 

Geophysics from 1995. 

 

Dr. Helena Semedo - Ms. Semedo, a national of Cape-Verde, holds an M.Sc. in Economics from the "Instituto 

Superior de Economia", Lisbon, Portugal Ms Semedo started her career in 1984 as Economist for the Ministry 

of Planning and Cooperation, Planning Department, Praia. From 1986 to 1991, she worked as Economist/ 

Coordinator for the Organization and Methods Department, Bank of Cape Verde, and, from 1991 to 1993, as 

Secretary of State for Fisheries. In 1993 she was appointed as Minister for Fisheries, Agriculture and Rural 

Affairs and in 1995 Minister for Marine Affairs, a position she held until 1998. During this period, she also 

served as Coordinator of the Permanent Interstate Committee for Drought Control in Sahel (CILSS), as 

Chairperson of the Ministerial Conference on fisheries Cooperation among African States bordering the 

Atlantic Ocean and as Chairperson of the Ministerial Conference on Fisheries Cooperation among African 

States bordering the Atlantic Ocean. From 1998 to 2001, she was Minister for Tourism, Transportation and 

Marine Affairs. From 2001 to 2003, she was a Member of Parliament. She joined FAO in 2003 as FAO 

Representative in Niger. In October 2008, Ms. Semedo was appointed Deputy Regional Representative for 

Africa and Subregional Coordinator for West Africa. In July 2009, Ms. Semedo was appointed FAO Assistant 

Director-General/Regional Representative for Africa. Ms. Semedo is currently the FAO Deputy Director-

General, Coordinator for Natural Resources. 

 

Mr. José Soares dos Santos - José Manuel da Silveira e Castro Soares dos Santos was born in 1962. He 

graduated in Marine Biology from Lisbon Classic University in 1986. CEO of Sociedade Francisco Manuel dos 

Santos, main Shareholder of Jerónimo Martins, since 2001 and Board Member of Fundação Francisco Manuel 

dos Santos since 2009. He is Chairman of Unilever Jerónimo Martins, Lda.; Chairman of Gallo Worldwide, 

Lda., and  Chairman of Jerónimo Martins - Distribuição de Produtos de Consumo, Lda. From July 2015 he is 

also Chairman of Waterventures, Lda. and Chairman of Oceanário, S.A. since September 2015. 

 

Ambassador Lisa Svensson - Dr. Svensson is a diplomat by training and has been in the diplomatic service 

since 2002, posted in New York, Washington D.C. and Brussels. As the Swedish Government’s Ambassador 

for Oceans, Seas and Fresh Water, LisaEmelia Svensson is advising the Minister for the Environment on a 

broad spectrum of marine and ocean affairs. As the Ambassador for Ocean, Dr Svensson works as an 

interagency function with Government offices in Sweden, enabling a consistent international ocean agenda 
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supporting ocean health. Earlier appointments include Ambassador for Corporate Social Responsibility. In this 

capacity she contributed to the Government of Sweden’s efforts to further public-private engagement, 

developing an innovative platform for the Government’s work with companies and other relevant stakeholders 

for Global Partnership on sustainable development. Dr. Svensson had been Sweden’s National Expert of 

Sustainable Development working in the European Commission, DG Trade, where she was the lead negotiator 

for the sustainable development chapters in the EU Free Trade Agreements. She holds a PhD in Political 

Economy, Innovation Policies and Practice. Dr. Svensson has been a Diplomat-in-Residence at the Johns 

Hopkins University, (SAIS), where she conducted a book “Combating Climate Change”, that offers 

recommendations on how to move forward and engage governments and business communities alike. She has 

received fellowships from: Sweden-American Foundation, the Royal Swedish Academy of Engineering 

Sciences and the Dr. Marcus Wallenberg Foundation. 

 

Mr. John Tanzer - John Tanzer is Director of WWF’s Global Marine Programme since 2012. John was 

appointed as the inaugural Chair and Chief Executive of Queensland’s Fisheries Management Authority 

(QFMA) in 1994. In 1998 he was appointed as Executive Director of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 

Authority (GBRMPA); from 2001 onwards he was the Executive responsible for the oversight of the spatial 

rezoning of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park which increased the network of highly protected areas from less 

than 5 percent to over 30 percent. Before he joined WWF, he has also worked considerably with the Coral 

Triangle Initiative in South East Asia and the South Pacific and is now a member of the World Economic 

Forum's Global Agenda Council on Oceans. 

 

Dame Meg Taylor - Dame Meg Taylor is Secretary General of the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat and the 

Pacific Ocean Commissioner. The Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat is a political grouping of 16 independent 

and self-governing states. The Secretariat coordinates collaboration and cooperation on issues of importance to 

the Pacific region. Membership includes: Australia, Cook Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, 

Nauru, New Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Republic of Marshall Islands, Samoa, Solomon Islands, 

Tonga, Tuvalu & Vanuatu. As Pacific Ocean Commissioner, Dame Meg advocates for the secure future of 

Pacific people based on the sustainable development, management and conservation of the Pacific Ocean and its 

resources. The Commissioner facilitates collaboration between the many ocean stakeholders and provides high 

level representation for priority setting and decision making at national, regional and international levels. 

Previously Dame Meg was Papua New Guinea’s Ambassador to the United States, Mexico and Canada between 

1989-1994. In 2002, she was made a Dame Commander of the Order of the British Empire. 

 

Mr. Hiroshi Terashima - Hiroshi Terashima is president of the Ocean Policy Research Institute, SPF (The 

Sasakawa Peace Foundation). He formerly held positions as the Director-General of the Chubu District 

Transport Bureau and Assistant Vice-Minister, Minister’s Secretariat in the Japanese Ministry of Transport, 

retiring in 1994. He also served as an Executive Director of the Nippon Foundation from 1994 until 2002. He 

also currently serves as a member of the Board of Governors and Executive Board of the World Maritime 

University, and as Vice Chairman of the Japan Society of Ocean Policy. As secretary-general of a study group 

of suprapartisan politicians and experts, he worked to help formulate the 2007 Basic Act on Ocean Policy. 

Through his work on ocean governance, navigation safety in the Malacca Straits, antipiracy initiatives, coastal 

management, and the promotion of ocean education, he has been an active participant in ocean policy related 

research and other activities, both in Japan and abroad. A publisher and contributor to White Papers on the 

oceans of Japan and author of Kaiyō mondai nyūmon (An Introduction to Maritime Issues) and numerous 

papers and articles, he is also a sought-after lecturer in Japan and abroad. 

 

Dr. Ibrahim Thiaw - Mr. Ibrahim Thiaw is the Deputy Executive Director for the United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP). Mr. Thiaw will continue to play a critical role in the implementation of UNEP’s mandate 

and its Medium Term Strategy and Programme of Work, as well as catalyzing UNEP’s political engagement 

with governments and intergovernmental processes on the first and further sessions of the United Nations 
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Environmental Assembly. Mr. Thiaw’s role also includes advancing the on-going internal performance and 

reform agenda. Previously, Mr. Thiaw served as the Director of the Division of Environmental Policy 

Implementation (DEPI). Before joining UNEP in 2007, Mr. Thiaw worked as the IUCN Regional Director for 

West Africa and later as the Acting Director-General of IUCN. Mr. Thiaw started his career with the Ministry 

of Rural Development of Mauritania and holds an advanced degree in Forestry and Forest product techniques. 

 

Prof. Carol Turley - Dr Carol Turley’s research has been centred on the ocean’s biogeochemical cycles 

looking at habitats from shallow and deep-sea sediments, estuaries, frontal systems to large enclosed waters. In 

the last 10 years she became interested in ocean acidification and was a member of The Royal Society Working 

Group on ocean acidification and a Lead Author on the 2007 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

(IPCC) 4th Assessment Report on Climate Change and a Review Editor for the 5th IPCC Assessment Report. 

She was/is a member of the Executive Board of the EU funded European Project on Ocean Acidification 

(EPOCA), the EU funded Mediterranean Sea Acidification in a Changing Climate (MedSeA) project and is the 

Knowledge Exchange Coordinator for the UK Ocean Acidification (UKOA) Research Programme funded by 

NERC, Defra and DECC. She is a member of the SOLAS-IMBER Ocean Acidification Working Group, chairs 

the Advisory Board for the Ocean Acidification-International Coordination Centre at the IAEA, Monaco and is 

a founding member of the international Ocean Acidification Reference User Group. She is a member of the 

international Science Advisory Boards for the German and US national ocean acidification programmes. She 

has contributed to stakeholder or policy targeted publications with MCCIP, WMO, The World Bank, UNEP, 

IUCN, IAEA and IOC-UNESCO. She has giving evidence to the UNFCCC SBSTA in Bonn and since 2009 

presenting at side-events at the annual UN Conferences on Climate Change in Copenhagen (COP15), Cancun 

(COP 16), Durban (COP17), Doha (COP18) Warsaw (COP19) and Lima (COP20), at the Earth Summit Rio+20 

in 2012, at the UN in New York in 2013 and the Convention on Biological Diversity COP in S. Korea in 2014. 

She spoke at the Ocean Acidification Panel, giving the science presentation at the Our Ocean Summit at the US 

State Department in 2014 attended by Heads of State from 80 countries. She briefs a wide range of interested 

global stakeholders including UK Government departments, Ministers and Chief Scientists on the latest science 

of ocean acidification, warming and deoxygenation and has presented in the Houses of Parliament and 

European Parliament. She has published and presented on a wide range of topics within the field of ocean 

acidification, ranging from its cause, chemistry, impacts and the potential social, economic and political 

consequences. She has over 130 peer reviewed publications and has been an invited speaker at numerous 

international conferences. She received an OBE for services to science in the 2011 New Year’s Honours List. 

 

Mr. Francis Vallat - Francis Vallat graduated in economy, law and literature. A reputable oil tanker shipowner 

for 32 years (he publically requested in 1990 that the Authorities declare war to “rustbucketships”) he also 

chaired the ”Institut Français de la Mer “ during 10 years. He founded in 2006 the “Cluster Maritime Français” 

CMF (gathering to date over 400  maritime companies and professional federations) which he personally 

chaired till end 2014.  He currently chairs the “European Network of Maritime Clusters”, gathering the 

Maritime Clusters of 17 countries.  Finally  he also co-launched  “Euromaritime”, the first  European Business 

Show on Maritime Economy, which  he chaired in 2013, 2015 and will chair again in 2017. A long lasting 

fighter for quality shipping and maritime safety, Francis Vallat has been representing France at the “European 

Maritime Safety Agency”since 2002 till beginning 2012 (he chaired the Agency in 2005, and has been vice-

chairman of its Board from 2002 to 2008). Francis Vallat is also chairman of the “7e Continent” organization, 

which is fighting against the pollution of the seas by plastic wastes. He is Captain (R) in the French Navy, and 

member of the Académie de Marine.  

 

Mr. Philippe Vallette - Philippe Vallette is an oceanographer by profession. General Manager of the National 

Sea Centre, NAUSICAA, in Boulogne sur Mer, Co-Chair of the World Ocean Network, and President of the 

World Festival of Underwater Pictures. His vocation is to inspire people to behave differently towards the 

relationship we have, as a human being, with the ocean, to reach a better sustainable use of the ocean. In 2002, 

Philippe Vallette was the man behind the creation of the World Ocean Network (of which he is Co-President) 
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that launched an international campaign of actions to protect and sustain the marine environment. Philippe 

Vallette also sits on the board of the Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts and Islands (instance following the 

decisions taken in favor of the oceans at the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg), 

where he is in charge of the Forum’s strategy. In April 2007, Philippe Vallette put his signature on the ATLAS 

DE L’OCEAN MONDIAL (World Ocean Atlas) – which he co-signed with Jean-Michel COUSTEAU.  In 

2010, Philippe Vallette launched the ‘Mr Goodfish’ European programme at NAUSICAA, Boulogne-sur-Mer. 

under the umbrella of the World Ocean Network. This project aims to involve the public in the protection of 

marine resources: in their choices over the management of marine products and therefore its stocks of fish. 

“Choose the fish on your plate with care – it’s good for the sea, and it’s good for you”. In 2011, with 

NAUSICAA’s teams, he launched a new concept the ‘Blue Society’. The campaign aims to create a society 

which will use marine resources to create a healthy environment and opportunities for new, sustainable 

economy and jobs in an ethical way. Based on the main pillars of sustainable development (economy, society 

and the environment), it also includes the cultural and political aspects. Since March 2013, Philippe Vallette is 

board member of the National Council of Marine and Coastal Areas. 

 

Tibor Vegh - Tibor Vegh joined Duke's Nicholas Institute for Environmental Policy Solutions Environmental 

Economics Program in September 2012. He serves as a Policy Associate and is a collaborator on projects 

related to carbon markets, bioenergy, and blue carbon economics. Tibor earned his master's degree in forestry 

from Northern Arizona University in 2011. There, his research focused on identifying whether or not partial 

offset of ponderosa pine forest restoration treatments is possible with payments for carbon offsets. He earned 

his bachelor's degree at North Carolina State University in economics with a minor in mathematics. As an 

undergraduate researcher, he worked on modeling the effects of the North Carolina Renewable Energy Portfolio 

Standard on regional timber supply. 

 

H.E. Mr. Karmenu Vella - Karmenu Vella is the European Commissioner for Environment, Fisheries and 

Maritime Affairs. He was born in Malta on June 1950. Mr Vella graduated in Architecture and Civil 

Engineering, and later obtained a Master of Science in Tourism Management from University of Sheffield. He 

was first elected to Parliament in 1976 and was re-elected nine consecutive times. During his political career he 

has been appointed Minister for Public Works, Minister for Industry and Minister for Tourism twice. Mr Vella 

had also held various senior posts in the private sector. 

 

John Virdin - John Virdin is director of the Coastal and Ocean Policy Program at the Nicholas Institute for 

Environmental Policy Solutions. Virdin’s areas of expertise include assisting developing country governments 

to reform and strengthen their institutions responsible for ocean fisheries, thereby reducing poverty and 

enhancing sustainability, and creating policy and institutional frameworks governing a wide range of human 

activities that drive change in ocean ecosystems, including activities leading to the conversion or degradation of 

natural coastal habitats. Virdin worked for more than 10 years at the World Bank, most recently as acting 

program manager for the Global Partnership for Oceans, a coalition of more than 150 governments, companies, 

nongovernmental organizations, foundations, and multi-lateral agencies. He advised the Bank on oceans and 

fisheries governance and helped it increase its lending for sustainable oceans to more than $1 billion. His work 

led to development of programs that provided more than $125 million in funding for improved fisheries 

management in six West African nations and some $40 million for fisheries and ocean conservation in a number 

of Pacific Island nations. Prior to his tenure at the World Bank, Virdin worked with a number of organizations, 

including the World Resources Institute, the World Conservation Network, and the World Wildlife Fund. 

Virdin holds a master’s degree in environmental studies from Yale’s School of Forestry and Environmental 

Studies and a bachelor’s degree in political science from Wake Forest University.  He will receive his doctorate 

in marine policy from the University of Delaware in 2016. 


